
Customer Service CenterCustomer Service CenterCustomer Service CenterCustomer Service Center    

5201 Blue Lagoon Drive, 9TH. Floor, 

Miami, Fl., 33126 

Tel: 1 (305) 716 4116,  

Fax: 1 (305) 716 4117,  

E-Mail: 

joel@conarinagroup.com 

 

 

Technical Head OfficeTechnical Head OfficeTechnical Head OfficeTechnical Head Office    

7111 Dekadine Ct. 

Spring, Tx., 77379 

Tel: 1 (281) 370 9363, 

1 (713) 204 6380 

E-Mail: tho@conarinagroup.com, 

houston@conarinagroup.com 
Page 1 of 2 

 

                                           

TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 139 of 8th July 2013 
 

To:  All Surveyors/Auditors 

Applicable 
to flag: 

 All Flags 

Subject: Sewage Treatment Plant 

Reference MARPOL Annex IV 

 
Sewage Treatment Plant 
 
The Flag Administrations are focused on the condition and operation of sewage 
treatment plant or sewage comminuting and disinfecting systems. 
A number of ships have been identified with deficiencies related to their sewage plant 
or detained by PSC when required equipment was found not in compliance or in 
unsatisfactory condition to operate. 
 
The Marine Safety Inspection deficiencies identified were as follows: 
- Sewage plant found by-passed while in port, inlet valve seized 
- Sewage plant dosing system replaced by alternative means. 
- Sewage treatment plant not in use. 
- Sewage treatment plant, components missing. 
- Sewage treatment plant, electrical wiring tampered with to indicate "ON", while off. 
- Disinfecting system, no chemicals on board. 
- Sewage tank found with holes in top of tank. 
- Sewage discharge pipe found leaking. 
- Sight glasses, inspection windows and tubes deteriorated, not clear and/or painted. 
  
The PSC deficiencies identified were as follows: 
- Sewage treatment plant not in use while in port. 
- Sewage treatment plant extensively corroded and holed. 
- Sewage treatment plant found malfunctioning due to clogged return line. 
- Sewage treatment plant not in use. 
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- Sewage treatment plant found not functional, inability to demonstrate and/or test. 
- Sewage treatment plant not as required. 
  
Masters, Operators and Managers are reminded that any malfunction of the equipment 
or noncompliance with the approved drawings may result in an invalid international 
Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate and, as such, is a violation of MARPOL, Annex 
IV. 
Any malfunction or non-compliance should be reported to the vessel's Recognized 
Organization and/or the Maritime Administrator at the earliest opportunity and actions 
to prevent untreated sewage being discharged overboard into the marine environment 
should be taken immediately. 
 
 
REFERENCES:  
 

- MARPOL Annex IV 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  No. 
 
 

      Kindest Regards,  
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 


